OLD TESTAMENT SURVEY
The Patriarchal stage (Gen. 12-50)
Week 11
I. JACOB
A. The Deviser – Gen 25:27-34
i. Jacob was the second born of twins.

ii. He was born holding on to his brother, Esau’s, heel.

1. His name means “______________.”

iii. Esau became a skilled hunter favored by his dad while Jacob was quiet and favored by his mom.

iv. Jacob devises a plan to get his brother to trade his birthright.

1. The advantages were that the firstborn would become the object of special affection and would legally receive a double portion of his father’s estate.

2. With this he would assume the __________________ leadership of the family.

3. He would also have to take care of his mother until her death and his unmarried sisters until their marriage.

v. Gen 25:34 tells us that Esau despised his birthright.

1. HEB 12:16

vi. This also shows the character of Esau.

1. He apparently wasn’t interested in a double portion of his father’s estate.
2. While Isaac would gather much wealth later (Gen 26:12-14), he may not have had much wealth in these days.

3. He certainly wasn’t interested in maintaining any spiritual responsibilities or providing for his mother.

a. He probably sensed her special ________________ toward Jacob.

B. The Deceiver – Gen 27:1-46

i. Rebekah overhears Isaac’s plan to bestow the blessing on Esau.
ii. She then plots with Jacob so that he can receive it.

iii. Isaac is deceived by Jacob and receives the blessing meant for his brother.

iv. Esau discovers what has happened and vows to kill Jacob.

1. Why was Esau so concerned?

2. He had already giving up his birthright for a simple meal.

v. Esau was not interested at all in assuming the spiritual responsibilities of the birthright, but the blessing was something completely different.

1. Until this day, people love the blessings, but not the _______________________!

C. The Dreamer – Gen 28:1-22

i. Jacob leaves Beer-sheba and starts toward Haran.

1. After about 40 miles, he arrives at Bethel.

2. Tired from the travel, Jacob falls asleep.

ii. As he sleeps, he dreams about a ladder from earth to heaven and he sees angels coming to and fro.
1. HEB 1:14

2. Abraham had received their ministry – Gen 18:1-6.

3. Lot had received their ministry – Gen 19:1.

4. Now Jacob was.

iii. At the top of the ladder Jacob sees the presence of God Himself.

1. And for the first time hears the Lord’s voice confirming to him the Abrahamic Covenant.

2. The best part for Jacob was “I will not leave you.”

iv. “I will not leave you” is one of God’s greatest ____________________.

1. Jacob – Gen 28:15.

2. Moses for all the people before they crossed the Jordan – Deut 31:6.

3. Joshua as he assumed leadership – Josh 1:5,8

4. Solomon for the building of the Temple – 1 Chron 28:20.

5. The disciples right before the lord’s ascension – Mt 28:20.

6. To ________________ – Heb 13:5-6.

v. Jacob awakes and makes a vow.

1. In spite of his _____________ prayer, God graciously chooses to honor it.
D. The love struck man – Gen 29:1-20

i. Jacob arrives in Haran and meets his future cousin and future wife Rachel.

ii. Jacob introduces himself and kisses Rachel.

iii. Jacob then meets Laban his uncle and future father-in-law.

iv. Jacob agrees to work seven years for Laban to receive Rachel’s hand in marriage.

v. Some say this begins one of the greatest love stories of all time.

E. The frustrated man – Gen 29:21 – 30:24

i. Jacob is deceived on his wedding night by Laban who substituted Leah for Rachel.
1. Jacob, the _________________, has now been deceived.

ii. Jacob is mad, but agrees to work another seven years for Rachel.

1. He is, however, allowed to marry her in a week.

iii. Jacob now has two wives and would get two more, as Leah and Rachel give their handmaidens for childbearing purposes.

iv. These four women will bear Jacob twelve sons and one daughter.

v. Leah:

1. Reuben – “see, a son” – the first.
2. Simeon – “hearing” – the second.

3. Levi – “joined” – the third.

4. Judah – “___________” – the fourth.

5. Issachar – “he brings wages” – the ninth.

6. Zebulon – “dwelling” – the tenth

vi. Bilhah (Rachel’s handmaiden):

1. Dan – “judge” – the fifth.

2. Naphtali – “wrestling” – the sixth.

vii. Zilpah (Leah’s handmaiden):

1. Gad – “troop” – the seventh.

2. Asher – “gladness” – the eigth.

viii. Rachel:

1. Joseph – “adding” – the eleventh.

2. Benjamin – “son of my right hand” – the twelfth.

ix. Half of Jacob’s sons were born to a wife he had no intention or knowledge of marrying.

1. However, it produced Levi from which tribe all _____________ would eventually come.

2. And ______________from which tribe the Lord Jesus would eventually come.

x. Leah also gave Jacob his only recorded daughter Dinah.

xi. Rachel bore him his final two and favorite sons.

1. ________________would become the most famous of all.

F. The Enterpriser – Gen 30:25 – 31:55
