OLD TESTAMENT SURVEY
The Patriarchal stage (Gen. 12-50)
Week 15
I. JOSEPH
A. The Favored Son – Gen 37
B. His Father’s Despair

C. The Faithful Steward – Gen 39:1-20
D. The Forgotten Servant – Gen 39:21- Gen 40

E. The Famed Man – Gen 41
F. His Brother’s Recognition – Gen 42-44

i. Jacob sends his ten older sons into Egypt to buy food – 42:1-5.
ii. They arrive in Egypt and bow down before Joseph, but they do not recognize him – 42:6.

1. This fulfilled Joseph’s _____________ some twenty years back.

iii. Joseph does not reveal himself and accuses them of being spies, but the brothers try to convince him differently – 42:7-13.

iv. Joseph throws them into jail for three days and then releases them, but keeps Simeon as a hostage.
1. They must return with Benjamin for Simeon to be released – 42:14-20.

v. The brothers acknowledge to each other that their ________________ trouble is a result of their ____________ sin committed twenty years back, not realizing Joseph can understand every word – 42:21-23.

vi. After leaving the room to weep, Joseph orders his servants to fill the men’s sacks with grain and also to put each brother’s payment at the top of his sack.

1. The nine then head for home – 42:24-26.

vii. On the way home, the brothers realize their payment for grain has been returned and fear falls upon them – 42:27-28.

viii. They go straight to Jacob and try to convince him to allow Benjamin to return – 42:29-38.
ix. The famine intensifies and Jacob is forced to allow Benjamin to go back with them into Egypt for food.

1. And Judah attempts to guarantee the safety of Benjamin – 43:1-14.

x. They again present themselves to Joseph who takes them to his palace for a feast – 43:15-17.

xi. The brothers try to convince Joseph’s steward that they did not steal the payment from their last trip – 43:18-22.

xii. The steward convinces them that all is well and Simeon is released and joins them – 43:23-26.

1.  For the first time in twenty years all twelve brothers are together, but only ________ is aware of it.
xiii. The brothers are fed at a separate table than Joseph. But to their surprise, Joseph seats them in order by their ages and gives Benjamin five times the amount of food as the others – 43:27-34.
1. There was a test going on!

2. Joseph was testing their spirit and ___________________ them for positions down the road.

3. Plus, Benjamin was the only full brother he had.

xiv. Before they return the next morning, Joseph once again secretly places the payment money in each man’s sack, along with his own silver cup at the top of Benjamin’s sack – 44:1-2.
xv. As the brothers leave the city they are arrested and accused of stealing Joseph’s silver cup – 44:3-6.

xvi. They quickly deny the charge and agree to serve as slaves if any stolen loot is found on them.

1. The search reveals the stolen cup in Benjamin’s sack – 44:7-12.

xvii. Standing before Joseph for the third time, Judah steps forward and begs to take Benjamin’s place.
1. He tells Joseph that his father would die if anything happened to Benjamin – 44:13-34.

G. The Forgiving Man – gen 45-48

i. Joseph and his brothers.

1. Joseph cannot contain his secret any longer – 45:1-3.

2. After a time of tears, Joseph informs them that the drought will remain another five years and urges them to bring their father to Egypt – 45:4-15.

3. Verses 5-8 is an assurance that God overruled the brother’s ___________ plot to guarantee Israel will indeed be a great nation.

4. Pharaoh rejoices with Joseph and invites the family also to live in Egypt – 45:16-25.

ii. Joseph and his father.

1. At first, Jacob cannot believe the good news but then is ready to go to Egypt – 45:26-28.

2. En route, God reassures Jacob that he will still bless him, even in __________.
a. Jacob is told he will die there, but God will bring his descendants back out someday to their promise – Gen 46:1-4.
3. There is controversy on whether Jacob’s trip to Egypt was God’s perfect will or _________________________ will.

4. The brother’s sin is what brought them into a future slavery.

5. But Joseph mentions how God was using it (45:7-8).

6. However, one benefit was the fact that Egypt was a country in which Jacob’s descendants would be forced to remain a __________________________ people, for they were shepherds.

a. And shepherds were an abomination to the Egyptians (gen 43:32; 46:34).

7. Therefore, there would be no intermarriage.

8. The “separate people” were challenged in Canaan (Gen 46:10).

9. Jacob enters Egypt with his entire household – 46:5-25.
a. Sixty-six was the number of those going to Egypt, his own descendants, not counting his son’s wives – 46:26.
b. Seventy was the number after adding Jacob himself, Joseph, and Joseph’s two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh – 46:27.

c. ___________________________ was the number Stephen referred to as the relatives – Acts 7:14.
A> A probable reference to the five surviving wives of Jacob’s sons.

10. Joseph and Jacob meet in Goshen after twenty-two years – 46:28-34.
11. Joseph introduces his father to Pharaoh and Jacob is given his choice of land – 47:1-12.
12. As the famine continues, Pharaoh becomes richer and Joseph’s plan saves untold thousands from starvation – 47:13-26.

13. The population of Israel continued to grow in spite of the _________________ everywhere else – 47:27.

14. At the age of 147 Jacob realizes death is near, and Joseph promises he will not be buried in Egypt.

15. Then Jacob calls for Joseph and his favorite grandsons – 47:28-48:1.

iii. Joseph and his sons.

1. Joseph’s sons stand before their grandfather and he adopts them as his own sons and assures them of an equal inheritance – 48:2-9.

2. Jacob lays his right hand on Ephraim’s head and his left hand on Manasseh’s head.
a. Joseph tries to _______________ this by pointing out that Manasseh was the eldest son – 48:10-18.

3. Jacob refused and predicted that the tribe of Ephraim would be even greater than the tribe of Manasseh – 48:19-22.

